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Court Approves 




Nixon Allowed 
lo Quit Bar 

By Michael Taylor 

Richard M. Nixon is no der investigation by the bar. 
longer a. lawyer in the state ; n -n* re _ 

of California. signation by a substantial 



* • , -j . iui idler, on 

dent s resignation from the September 16, Mr: Nixon re- 
state Bar yesterday, an 9^.: ' i^nted and sent the board a 
ganizatiomMr - Nixon joined . letter ..admitting he was un- 
more than ; 36 years, .agQ :. ; - c jerT investigation, thus ful- 
when he _ first began the ti ning the bar’s require- 
practice of la,w m Whittier. ; nients."/ ' r : - • 

The court The %^ , then reversed 

. (resignation J without preju- . ; j?s ear i ie r decision on the, 

res.gnation and" -forwarded 


the file to the Supreme Court, 
recommending. -'as Undoes in 
such ,cases Jthqt jthe court 
quah^p?.^fthation with 
--s /—G/er. 


Idice to further proceedings 
Un any disciplinary matter' 

(bending against him before 
pie State Bar should he 
7a gain seek to become a 
member” of the bar. 

The wording of the rou- - 
tine; one-paragraph court 
order was no different from 

language, used in .sunflfuv'- . 

past' cases of -resignation. - : admitte|^q the ; Cabiornia , 
v - .Bar .-or.-.. 'after :v;-< 

"This is the customary , , 

manner in which, all cases of *•*. gra ^^ : 
this type are handled.” a . ^ s > a ' the 

court spokesman said. g| W ^ci^. 



If Mr. Nixon should want; 


oiled, unsuccessful- 

■■■ u-. .*• .. S 


Wm 


to pim» law again in Cal- « P »&j several 

i4 be would have to |f«* City 

wait' M least; five years be- 
fore mem- '- theFc - 

bership. He yrthild then have The former ' president then 

to go beofor* a board hear- <i 

ing to determine bis fitness : P 
to practice Taw. ; . f 

Most of the “proceedings 
in any disciplinary matter’*.,: 
mentioned by the court ha^fc 
t>een researched and are - 
now sitting in a voluminous 
file of documents at Jthej 
State Bar headquarters 
here. The material is the re-* 
suit of a lengthy investiga- 
tion of Mr. Nixon that began 
■ ast year as .the Watergate 
-candals mushroomed. 

The day after Mr. Nixon 
as pardoned by President 


gm 


■A ' '•:* 


Ford, the ex-president an- 
nounced that he wanted to 
resign from the bar and quit 
the practice of law. 

He sent the bar’s Board of 
Governors a letter of resig- 
nation, but failed to ac- 
knowledge that he was un-- 


. Teturned, Cto: - Whittier and 
' joined; Wingert and^Bewley, 
the town's oldest law firm, 
where he was first given a 
slejv of divorce cases and 
later became a specialist in 
. estates and federal- income 
■■.-.taxes. \ ■/■ /s./. 

■ Mr. Nixon left the practice 
of law in 1942 — first for a 
job with the Office of Price 
Administration and then for 
service in the Navy during 
World War H. 

■He didn’t return to law un- 
til 20 years later, alter he 
had been defeated during 
the 1962 California guberna- 
torial campaign. 

Mr. Nixon then moved to 
New York City and, after 
being admitted to the oar in 
1963, joined the reputable 
firm of Mudge, Stern, Bald- 


win and Todd. 

Within a year, .the ex- 
president’s name was lead- 
ing the .partnership and it 
was later expanded to in- 
clude John Mitchell, the for- 
mer U.S. Ati orney General. 

Most of H Ir. Nixon’s work 
during his five years as a 
New York lawyer involved 

. negotiations -with foreign 
government;: on behaii of 
the firm’s wealthy clients, 
such as Pep ;i -Cola. 



